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FOTH helps Aruba’s special athletes to Go, Go for the 
Gold in Greece! 



FOTH President Art Stark hands over donation to Arturo Werleman 


Friends of the Handicapped, 
(FOTH,) is a group of com¬ 
munity minded island visitors 
who spend their winters on 
Aruba. Over twenty years 
ago, they started a foundation 
to channel funds from 
fundraising events they or¬ 


ganize and conduct during 
their vacations to various or¬ 
ganizations on Aruba work¬ 
ing with the physically and 
mentally challenged. 

This year, they had al¬ 
ready made their annual dis¬ 
tribution when they learned 


of the needs of Aruba’s spe¬ 
cial athletes to raise an excep¬ 
tional amount necessary for 
their delegation to participate 
in the International Special 
Olympics Summer Games 
taking place in Athens, 
Greece in June. 


International exposition Destination 
Innovation registration closes this week 




Laureen Dix of KvK with Azriah Palm and Carols Marti- 
nus of EPI Science and Tech Unit 


Laureen Dix of Aruba’s Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, (KvK) re¬ 
ported during a Tuesday press 
conference that registration for 
Aruba’s exposition dedicated 
to developing technology nec¬ 
essary for doing business 
today, “Destination Innova¬ 
tion” is approaching the clos¬ 
ing date for registration to 
participate. Official closing 
date to register is tomorrow, 
March 25; registration forms 
can be downloaded at their 
website: http://www.amba 

chamber.com. This interna¬ 
tional expo will take place in 
the Renaissance Convention 
Center on Friday and Saturday, 
May 27 and 28. 

Continued on page 3 


The remaining FOTH 
members who had not yet re¬ 
turned home from their an¬ 
nual sojourn in Amba 
conferred and decided be¬ 
tween them they should make 
a special last donation for this 
worthy cause before depart¬ 
ing the island. 

Arturo Werleman, presi¬ 
dent of the Aruba Special 
Olympics Committee was 
joined by Enrita Arias and 
committee treasurer Dennis 
Conrado plus a contingent of 
special athletes to accept the 
generous donation from 
FOTH President Art Stark, 
accompanied by board mem¬ 
bers Sal and Maryann La 
Carmba along with Pat and 


Marsha Finck. 

“We are more than happy 
to make this additional spe¬ 
cial effort,” commented Art 
Stark, “we think it embodies 
everything FOTH stands for, 
and we know it is important 
to Amba’s special athletes.” 

FOTH members were de¬ 
lighted to meet four of 
Aruba’s medal winning com¬ 
petitors from pervious world 
games, Eldrin Kock, Vanessa 
Bernabela, Indra Giel and 
Jeffrey Croes, who hope to 
represent their island nation 
again as they Go, Go for the 
Gold in Greece! 

by Rosalie Klein 



$5 OFF 

adult general admission 


\ BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 

! RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

\ AT $5.00 OFF 

Not valid for special events 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice £>p&t '#£ 

Le Petit (afe 
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Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel, 586 4046 


(aft 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


$ 9.95 



% 


Starve C^ri££ Beftaorant £ Bar Every Day Jrot** 9-7 pi 




2 Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes , toast anil coffee or tea * 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


FOR LUNCH 

Vaftd no*!*/} gy/YS+ttf 

Vo 


Alt served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


_ Vq _ 
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Libyan troops targeted Minister meets with National Commission 
after air force ’destroyed' For Innovation and Competitiveness 



NEAR AJDABIYA, Libya 
(AFP) - Libyan ground 
troops are being targeted by 
air strikes, coalition officials 
said yesterday, as a top 
British officer declared 
Moamer Kadhafi's air force 
effectively destroyed. 

As bitter fighting raged in 
key rebel strongholds, six 
NATO warships backed up 
by aircraft began patrolling 
international waters off 
Libya's coast to enforce a UN 
arms embargo against Kad- 
hafi's regime, the alliance 
said. 

Air Vice Marshal Greg 
Bagwell of Britain said that 
Libya's air force has been al¬ 
most totally destroyed by the 
air strikes and "no longer ex¬ 
ists as a fighting force." 

Bagwell told British 
media at an airbase in south¬ 
ern Italy, from which RAF 
warplanes are operating, that 
Libyan ground forces were 
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also being attacked when 
they threaten civilians. 

The US military also said 
Kadhafi's ground troops who 
are threatening rebel-held 
cities are now being targeted 
by coalition air strikes. 

US Defence Secretary 
Robert Gates said in Cairo 
that there was no "timeline" 
for when UN-backed military 
operations in Libya would 
end. 

"The no-fly zone is not 
time limited by the Security 
Council resolution. So I think 
that there is no current time¬ 
line in terms of when it might 
end," Gates told reporters 


HAVANA, Cuba (AFP) 
Cuba has freed the last two of 
a group of 75 opposition ac¬ 
tivists detained by the govern¬ 
ment in 2003, representatives 
for the communist island's dis¬ 
sident movement said yester¬ 
day. 

Dissidents told AFP that 
the government released Felix 
Navarro, 57, a teacher and po¬ 
litical activist, and Jose Ferrer, 
a 40-year-old fisherman, an 
opposition movement member. 

They were the last remain¬ 
ing imprisoned dissidents from 
a group of several dozen de¬ 
tained by the Havana govern¬ 
ment eight years ago. 

The government freed from 
prison the last two of the 75 
prisoners of conscience," 
Elizardo Sanchez, one of the 
most prominent figures in the 
dissident community on the 
communist island. 

Navarro's daughter told 
AFP that her father had already 
made his way home. 

"He arrived this morning," 
Sayli Navarro told AFP. 

"My dad is in great spirits, 
very upbeat, very happy — and 
prepared to pick up where he 


ORANJESTAD - Minister 
of Economic Affairs, 
Michelle Winklaar-Hooyboer 
recently met with the Na¬ 
tional Commission for Inno¬ 
vation and Competitiveness 
(NCIC) and was presented 
with a plan for investigation 
and development on national 
innovation in Aruba. 

At the beginning of 2011, 
the minister installed a na¬ 
tional commission comprised 
of the public, private and sci¬ 
entific sectors with the objec¬ 
tive of investigating and 
developing the potential for 
economic innovation for 


left off in 2003," she said. 

The two were among the 
scores of activists swept up 
and incarcerated in March 
2003, raising an international 
outcry and provoking the Eu¬ 
ropean Union to cancel official 
visits to Cuba and suspend co¬ 
operation programs. 

The Cuban government 
considers the opposition "mer¬ 
cenaries" paid by Washington 
to foment unrest and threaten 
national security. 

Rights groups said however 
that the activists were detained 
while protesting, and say they 
were doing little more than ex¬ 
ercising their right to freedom 
of expression. 

Most of the dissidents were 
charged with crimes including 
"acts against the independence 
of the state" because they al¬ 
legedly received funds or other 
support from US-financed non¬ 
governmental organizations. 

They were sentenced to be¬ 
tween six and 28 years in 
prison after speedy and unfair 
trials for engaging in activities 
the authorities perceived as 
subversive and damaging to 
Cuba. 


Aruba. The members of this 
national commission are: 
Ryan Peterson, Joyce Bartels- 
Daal, Zulema Dabian and 
Edward Erasmus. 

During the meeting with 
Winklaar-Hooyboer there 
was ample discussion regard¬ 
ing national innovation and 
how to stimulate and develop 
Aruba’s economy and her 
competitiveness. Under the 
guidance of Professor Ryan 
Peterson, the commission 
prepared a strategic plan in 
which a distinctive plan of 
action was delineated, to in¬ 
clude investigation, invest¬ 
ment, education and a plan to 
stimulate innovation in the 
private and public sectors. In 
the months of March, April, 
May and June they will be 
conducting specific inves¬ 
tigative and educational ac¬ 
tivities together with public 
and private sectors. 

This week there will be a 
special seminar at the Univer¬ 
sity of Aruba dealing with the 
importance of human capital 
and the roll of women in our 
global economy. In the month 
of April, there will be another 
seminar regarding interna¬ 
tional diplomacy and how to 
cultivate a corporate image 
for Aruba in international 
markets. 

A national symposium 
with various international 
speakers will be organized in 


May on the topic of innova¬ 
tion and national competi¬ 
tiveness. 

Along with the ongoing 
investigation they will begin 
researching in the private sec¬ 
tor the factors and conditions 
that stimulate or hinder inno¬ 
vation and competitiveness. 
In this fashion the commis¬ 
sion (NCIC) is contributing 
to our knowledge with re¬ 
spect to innovation. 

The minister expressed 
praise for the commission 
and ensured the group of her 
complete support for the real¬ 
ization of their plan and ac¬ 
tion steps of the commission. 
She is convinced that the 
planned programs and activi¬ 
ties will help fortify Aruba’s 
economy in a sustainable 
fashion. 
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International exposition 
Destination Innovation 
registration closes this week 

Continued from page 1 


MEG/1 RADIO Y TELETHON 

E EVENTO DI RECAUDACION DI FONDO DI MAS GRANDI PA ANA 2011. 

E meta ta pa haya un minimo di 2000 standing order di Awg. 25 ,- pa tuns, 
pa minimum 1 ana. FPNC inester tin e fondo pa yuda famianan tur Luna cu 
paketenan di cummda. Awg, 25 ta yuda un persona pa Luna cab a] Aruba tin 1200 
famia den necesidad (mas cu 4000 hende], 

Premionan grandi y chiquito Lo wordo nfa bou di e participantenan cada mei 
ora, Premionan di telefonnan cellular, weekend stays, voucher pa dinner, spa 
y hopi mas. E gran premia ta un auto di BYD [Build Your Dream), modele FG< 
patrocina door di Garage Cordia. 

Nos kier invita cordialmente heater pueblo di Aruba pa bin na 
South Beach Center Sotamente si nos ta uni esfuerzo nos por had 
e difference pa esnan den mas necestdad na Aruba. 


PONE BO MAN NA CURAZON, BIN YUDA ARUBA PA ARUBA! 
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■comumdad 

Lnformacion na T. 588 0002 of via infoOfpncaruba.com 


Partonisa y transmit) pa: 
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MAGIC FM 

TOP FM I Canal 90 I Latina FM 
TV AND ONLINE FROM 10AM - 8PMs 

ATV 

TeteAruba I Canal 22 I Canal 49 
24ora,conn 1 boletinextra.com 

y tur otro medianan cu lo kier bin 
yuda nos tambe. 


Azriah Palm and Carlos Mart- 
inus of the EPI School of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology were 
present to reveal some plans 
for the upcoming event, which 
will include several innovation 
projects executed by students 
as part of a Science Fair. The 
teachers report they are ex¬ 
tremely encouraged by the stu¬ 
dents ’ enthusiasm for the 
challenge and the overwhelm¬ 
ing support they have received 
from several business interests 
in sponsoring their various 
projects. “This is an opportu¬ 
nity for Aruba to demonstrate 
the ingenuity, intelligence and 
capabilities of its youth during 
at an international platform,” 
stated Mr. Martina. 

Presently, 50% of the avail¬ 
able booths have been com¬ 
missioned by companies from 
Aruba, Curagao, Bonaire, 
Colombia, Trinidad and To¬ 
bago, Holland and the United 
States; visitors can expect to 
see the latest innovations in 
technology that will advance 
their business. Participating 
vendors will be giving 15 
minute public presentations re¬ 
garding their specialties and 
have representatives available 
to elaborate on their products 
and services. “The KvK sees 
innovation not only as an eco¬ 
nomic necessity for growth, 
but also as the essence of en- 


Drivers License Bureau being revamped 


ORANJESTAD - Last 
month, February, Aruba’s Po¬ 
lice Chief decided, after eval¬ 
uating the deplorable con¬ 
dition of the Drivers License 
Bureau, to take urgent steps 
to renovate this Office and to 
correct the situation as 
quickly as possible. The 
process took place in consul¬ 
tation with the Minister of 
Justice Arthur Dowers. 

The first step in the reno¬ 
vation process was to create 
more work space in the Of¬ 
fices to facilitate more areas 
for submitting the forms, and 
more computers for the pro¬ 
cessing of documents. In¬ 
stead of one reception 
window, there are now four 
such windows offering ser¬ 
vice to the public for the re¬ 
newal or change of drivers’ 
licenses. 

They also created a wai¬ 
ting room and decided to in¬ 
troduce office hours from 
8:00am through to 3:00pm. 


The next phase, which has 
already begun, is to create 
parking space so as to avoid 
clients from parking on the 
sidewalks and other pave¬ 
ments. There is a spacious 
parking area next to the 
building, and all the aban¬ 
doned old cars on the lot will 
be removed. The area will be 
cleaned completely and made 
ready. 

With respect to the office 
procedure: petitions for dri¬ 
vers licenses will be con¬ 
trolled via the CENSO 
(Census Office) system. 
Once confirmed by the Cen¬ 
sus Office, the person’s infor¬ 
mation will be printed on a 
rose colored form, a photo 
will be affixed, the person 
signs the form and the form is 
then scanned. 

Special scanning equip¬ 
ment has been brought in 
from Holland which will scan 
the drivers license petitions 
which in turn are sent digi¬ 


tally to the Netherlands 
where the drivers licenses are 
produced. Once the informa¬ 
tion has been sent to Holland, 
it is expected that within two 
weeks the new drivers li¬ 
censes will arrive on Aruba to 
be verified and eventually 
distributed. The Office is now 
in the process of evaluating 
the entire administrative sys¬ 
tem to ascertain exactly what 
every employee does so as to 
come up with a specific job 
description and a new struc¬ 
ture for the Office and to 
eliminate any unnecessary 
forms. 

This entire process will 
take some time to complete. 
In the interim there will be a 
numbers system in the wait¬ 
ing room with an electronic 
announcer. There will also be 
a coffee of pot for waiting 
clients to enjoy while they 
wait their turn for assistance 
at one of the four windows. 

One set back at this mo¬ 


ment is that the special regis¬ 
tration form has run out. An 
early request for a refill was 
sent to Holland, but instead 
of receiving the 5,000 they 
ordered, the Dutch company 
shipped only 3,000 copies to 
Aruba. A new order was sent 
for an additional 15,000 but 
there has been a delay in re¬ 
ceiving these here. They are 
in constant contact with the 
Dutch supplier. This special 
form is very important in the 
administration process for it 
is on this form that the special 
code and the driver’s data are 
affixed prior to being 
scanned. 

The Police Force is doing 
its utmost to provide the best 
possible professional service 
to the general public at this 
Office. Hence, the organiza¬ 
tion can depend on the sup¬ 
port of the Minister of Justice 
and his staff to ensure that the 
process of renovation is com¬ 
pleted the soonest possible. 


trepreneurship. Real entrepre¬ 
neurship is synonymous to 
continuous change for the 
best,” stated Ms. Dix. 

Confirmed participants in¬ 
clude Exper, NV, a temporary 
manpower service, Eledtron, 
an energy-saving concern, 
Proffid, offering advanced 
technology for the resort in¬ 
dustry, K & R Holdings, pro¬ 
ducers of Safe-glo materials 
for safety during power fail¬ 
ures, Arubook, a complete on¬ 
line and Android guide to local 
services and vendors, A.C.C., 
offering money-saving solu¬ 
tions for climate control, Pro- 
Tec, designers and builders of 
automated energy and envi¬ 
ronmental systems, and 
AS Aruba payroll systems. The 
KvK will also have a booth to 
assist all who are interested in 
starting a business on Aruba in 
understanding the necessary 
steps to do so. Aruba Free- 
zone, which offers a safe 
haven for companies wishing 
to do business amidst unstable 
socio-economic and political 
factors throughout Latin 
America and a profitable way 
to transfer goods around the 
region as well as to and from 
the EU and elsewhere, will 
also be present. 

The philosophy behind the 
upcoming Destination Innova¬ 
tion Expo will be expounded 
upon during a workshop on 
Tuesday, March 29 in the audi¬ 
torium of the KvK building on 
Irausquin Boulevard titled 
“Entrepreneurship and Innova¬ 
tion,” with facilitator Edward 
Erasmus. The workshop aims 
to provide some clear answers 
to what is innovation in this 
day and age and revolves 
around the idea as a basic in¬ 
strument of entrepreneurship, 
no matter the size of your busi¬ 
ness. It will use a highly inter¬ 
active approach and aims to 
provide practical tools to aid 
small and medium-sized busi¬ 
nesses in particular to under¬ 
stand, develop and implement 
innovation strategies to suc¬ 
ceed in a highly competitive 
environment. 

For more information and 
registration for the various 
KvK activities as well as the 
upcoming expo and workshop, 
visit their website or contact 
their Department of Business 
Information & Support at 582- 
1566 extensions 27, 35, or 42. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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RHSTAU! 


Please present this ad for a 10% Discount 
Offers are individual and 
uniquely prepared for you 

For Reservation: 586-0786 or 87 
E-mail: faroblanco@setarnetaw 


Exquisite Italian cuisine. T 

Amazing view* over Aruba from our Terraces. Garden or Indoor tables. 

Unique for All Celebrations. Open Every day at 830 AM. 

Daily 3 course Special for $48 (one drink included). 

Daily Aruba by Nigfit Special after 8 PM. 

ffreesatad Soup or a dass of wine villi the order of your Main counsel 
-SSpM- 930P» - Daily Happy Hour at our Open air Bar PM - 7 PM) 


Daily Live Music (130 PM 


Steady showers did not dampen spirits for Paseo Herencia’s 
“Dia di Himno y Bandera” celebration 



The celebration of Aruba’s 
National Day - Anthem and 
Flag Day - was a complete 
success, despite the heavy 
downpour that closed the day. 
Island residents and visitors 
alike proclaimed it a moving 
experience. It began with the 
solemn act of raising on the 
tower the largest Aruban flag 
ever, to fly high above Palm 
Beach. 


Afterwards, festivities 
commenced with a spirited, if 
wet, performance by musical 
group Tipico Cadushi Largo, 
elevating the mood. 

Paseo Herencia would like 
to extend a special Thank 
you’ to Minister of Public 
Health, Sports and Drugs, Dr. 
Richard Visser who honored 
them by raising the Aruban 
flag and to the Land Sea 


Scouts who assisted him with 
an exemplary demonstration 
of scout preparation and dis¬ 
cipline. 

Paseo Herencia will now 
raise this special Aruban flag 
on official holidays during 
special programs reflecting 
our island traditions and cul¬ 
ture conducted in the Plaza 
Padu. 
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• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

■ Per room pricing less than major resorts 




Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 
Prime location near 18-hole golf course 
Financing Available 
Vacation rental program 


t'foict (so&dfc 

0 Malmok ■ Aruba 


We Invite You Ha Visit Our 
Model Villa & Tnwn Home 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ai I: rentals@g old coastaru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastamba.com 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturdays & Sundays 
upon appointment 


Buy Your Own 
Vacation Home! 

Vacation Rentals also available 


Island ... 
our Lifestyle ... 
(ft/our Home... 


Tel: +297-586-2200 ■ Fax: +297-586-2201 
re ntal s@go Idcoastaru ba .com 
www.gold coasta ru ba. com 


are to 


ream... 


Opening jubilee exhibition of “Waldy Simson 
20 anja den art” 


will open with the unveiling 
of the artwork 4 Love’. Love 
is, size wise (156 x 104 cm), 
the largest tiffany work of art 
that Mr. Simson has made 
until now. The unveiling will 
be done by a group of friends 
who has contributed in a 
unique and positive way re¬ 
sulting that Mr. Simson can 
still participate actively in 
life. 

Also on exhibition will be, 
among others paintings, 


tiffany, works based on a 
paper cuttings, ceramic, en¬ 
gravings, books and the 
DVD Hope. 

Students can participate in 
a contest with the chance to 
win works of art made by Mr. 
Simson. The contest is about 
the exhibition and informa¬ 
tion posted on the Face book 
page of Mr. Simson. 

Everyone is welcome to 
the opening of the exhibi¬ 
tion. 



This Saturday, at 7:00 p.m. 
the opening of the jubilee ex¬ 
hibition of“Waldy Simson 20 
anja den arte” will take place 
at the Cas di Cultura in Oran- 
jestad. 

The ceremony will start 


with MC Lenny Denz, wel¬ 
coming everyone to the exhi¬ 
bition. Youth choir Briyante, 
under guidance of Tica Giel, 
will sing the National An¬ 
them of Aruba followed by a 
song composed by Mr. Sim¬ 


son. Poetess Belen Kock, 
with her unique voice, will 
recite the poems 'Aruba, ’ 
'The Artist’ and 'Hope’, writ¬ 
ten by Mr. Simson. 

After words of gratitude 
by Mr. Simson, the exhibition 
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Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 

Estonia sees rock as future 
of global energy 




Mozilla unleashes sleek 
new Firefox Web browser 



The logo of the open-source web browser Firefox 


NARVA, Estonia (AFP) - A 
huge excavator bites into the 
earth of an open-cast mine, as 
the operator skillfully mans the 
controls in a cabin four storeys 
from ground level. 

For the small Baltic state of 
Estonia, rock is the future of 
energy. 

The European Union na¬ 
tion of 1.3 million generates 97 
percent of its electricity thanks 
to oil shale — sediment formed 
400-450 million years ago, 
containing hydrocarbons. Its 
industry forecasts that shale’s 
use can only expand. 

"Estonia has 1.1 percent of 
global oil shale reserves, but 
what makes us unique is that 
we have used it and developed 
the technology for a hundred 
years," Sandor Liive, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of state-run power firm 
Enefit, told AFP. 

Enefit is betting on shale 
beyond the nation's borders, 
from the Middle East to the 
United States. 

After already having 
signed a development deal 
with Jordan, this month Enefit 
announced the acquisition of a 
100 percent stake in the US- 
based Oil Shale Exploration 
Company for an undisclosed 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP) - 
Nuclear energy is here to stay 
so European Union leaders 
need to spell out clearly how to 
revamp safety guidelines at a 
key summit, the bloc's energy 
commissioner said yesterday. 

"We are looking for clear 
instructions from EU leaders 
meeting today and tomorrow," 


sum. 

Enefit said the firm had the 
largest tracts of privately- 
owned oil shale reserves in the 
United States, with over 3.1 
billion tons of oil shale con¬ 
taining almost 2.1 billion bar¬ 
rels of oil. 

The United States is home 
to 72 percent of global oil 
shale reserves. Besides Jordan, 
it is also found in Australia, 
Brazil, China and Morocco. 

Asked why Enefit thinks 
shale makes economic sense, 
Liive said it hinges on the high 
prices for conventional oil. 

"If you believe that oil will 
be more than $60 a barrel, then 
the answer's yes. Yes, it's prof¬ 
itable to produce oil from oil 
shale," he said. 

Estonia has long used shale 
without actually extracting oil, 
however. 

The Estonian word for it is 
"polevkivi" — "burning rock." 
It is mined and then burned in 
the country's power stations. 

Shale is the main mineral 
resource in the former Soviet- 
ruled republic, which won in¬ 
dependence from Moscow in 
1991 after five decades of 
communist rule and joined the 
EU in 2004. 


Guenther Oettinger told a hear¬ 
ing of European Parliament 
lawmakers, after diplomats re¬ 
vealed deep divisions on reac¬ 
tor stress tests. 

The German commissioner 
said the radiation threat from 
the Fukushima No.l reactor in 
Japan, severely damaged after 
an earthquake and tsunami, 


Kenya 

biofuel 

project 

opposed 



Jatropha seeds 


NAIROBI, Kena (AFP) - En¬ 
vironmental groups yesterday 
protested an expansive project 
to grow jatropha in Kenya for 
biofuels, arguing that such pro¬ 
duction would emit more car¬ 
bon than fossil fuels. 

The Kenyan franchise of 
Italy's Nuove Iniziative Indus- 
triali is planning to farm 
50,000 hectares of jatropha 
near Malindi, a seaside tourist 
resort in southern Kenya. 

"Taking into account the 
emissions produced through¬ 
out the production and con¬ 
sumption process... jatropha 
would emit between 2.5 and 
six times more greenhouse 
gases," said ActionAid, Nature 
Kenya and the British Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds. 

The groups said the project 
is driven by commercial inter¬ 
ests in Europe where the Euro¬ 
pean Union has set a target to 
produce 10 percent of transport 
energy from biofuels by 2020. 

"It is scandalous that EU 
nations are passing biofuels off 
as a green solution to climate 
change. Like most other biofu¬ 
els, jatropha could actually end 
up increasing carbon emis¬ 
sions," they argued. 

Jatropha is a shrub origi¬ 
nally from South America. It is 
drought resistant and produces 
oil-containing seeds. 

The United Nations Envi¬ 
ronment Program said in 2009 
that jatropha can mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions if 
grown on degraded land, but 
can also be carbon intensive if 
its farming entails land use 
changes. 


was "still dangerous" with 
problems "far from being mas¬ 
tered." 

Nevertheless, some "30 
percent of electricity in Europe 
is furnished by nuclear power 
plants and nuclear will remain 
a supply source in the short, 
medium and long term," he un¬ 
derlined. 


SAN FRANCISCO, Califor¬ 
nia (AFP) - A fast, sleek new 
version of Firefox was re¬ 
leased yesterday to vie Mi¬ 
crosoft's Internet Explorer 9 
(IE9) and Google Chrome in 
the fiercely competitive mar¬ 
ket for Web browsing soft¬ 
ware. 

Nonprofit group Mozilla 
made Firefox 4 available as a 
free download to computers 
powered by Windows, Mac 
OS X or Linux operating sys¬ 
tems in more than 80 lan¬ 
guages. 


American geeks may soon 
celebrate taking back the 
crown for "fastest supercom¬ 
puter in the world." A U.S. 
national lab plans to unveil a 
"Titan" supercomputer in 
2012 that would dwarf the 
computing speeds of the lat¬ 
est record holder from China, 
as well as all previous com¬ 
petitors. 

The new computing behe¬ 
moth is designed to crunch 
20,000 trillion calculations 


Firefox 4 was billed as six 
times faster than its predeces¬ 
sor and boasted features in¬ 
cluding a "Do Not Track" 
signal to opt-out of having 
online activities recorded by 
websites for targeted online 
ads or services. 

The open-source Web 
browsing software was also 
designed as a stage for rich 
video or game graphics based 
on the HTML5 standard 
being touted as a boon for on¬ 
line visual experiences. 


(20 petaflops) per second. 
That handily beats China's 
Tianhe-1A supercomputer, 
which can do 2,500 trillion 
calculations (2.5 petaflops) 
per second. 

Such calculations look 
staggering on a human scale. 
It would take 120 billion peo¬ 
ple with 120 billion calcula¬ 
tors 50 years to do what the 
Titan supercomputer might 
do in a day. 


Nuclear to stay, says EU amid safety testing battle 


US to overtake China with 
fastest supercomputer 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 

made with 100% Pure Aruha Aloe 



Island Remedy 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 


Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 


Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 



Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 

Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 


Island Remedy™ 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 




RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 


WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $ 50 OR MORE 


8 2 2 5 2 


7 0 5 9 0 
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Health & 


Keep Kids in Rear-Facing Car Seats Until 2, Experts Say 



— Children are best kept in 
rear-facing car seats until age 
two or until they have reached 
the height and weight maxi- 
mums set by the car seat man¬ 
ufacturer, according to new 
recommendations from a pedi¬ 
atricians’ group. 

This is a significant change 
from the prior recommenda¬ 
tions, which called for babies 
to stay in rear-facing seats until 
they were at least one years old 
and 20 pounds. Rear-facing 
seats offer more support to the 
head, neck and spin of infants 
and toddlers in a crash, said re¬ 
port author Dr. Dennis Durbin, 
a pediatric emergency physi¬ 
cian at the Children's Hospital 
of Philadelphia. 

The new guidelines, devel¬ 
oped by the American Acad¬ 
emy of Pediatrics, appear in 
the April 2011 issue of Pedi¬ 
atrics. 

Though the recommenda¬ 
tions were meant to encourage 
parents to keep kids in the 
seats longer, many parents in¬ 
terpreted that wording to mean 
they should put their children 
in a forward facing seat at their 
first birthday — way too soon, 
said Dr. Benjamin Hoffman, an 


associate professor of pedi¬ 
atrics at the University of New 
Mexico and a certified car pas¬ 
senger safety technician and 
instructor who was not in¬ 
volved in the report. 

"There's been this percep¬ 
tion that it's a good idea to 
move from rear-facing to for¬ 
ward-facing," Hoffman said. 
"But if parents want to afford 
their child the best possible 
protection from the leading 
cause of death for children, 
they want delay that step as 
long as they can." 

Most rear-facing child 
safety seats today can accomo¬ 
date children to fit the new 
guidelines, the report noted. 

The rate of deaths due to 
motor vehicle crashes in chil¬ 
dren under age 16 fell 45 per¬ 
cent between 1997 and 2009, 
according to background infor¬ 
mation in the article. 

Yet motor vehicle accidents 
are still the leading cause of 
death for children ages 4 and 
older. For every death, some 
18 children are hospitalized 
and 400 are hurt seriously 
enough to require medical at¬ 
tention, according to the arti¬ 
cle. 


Even age two shouldn't be 
read as a deadline, Durbin said. 
If your child is small for his or 
her age, you may want to delay 
turning around the seat even 
longer, while bigger, taller kids 
may need to be turned sooner 
than age two. 

The recommendations also 
say that a forward-facing car 
seat with a harness offers more 
protection than a booster seat, 
while a booster seat is better 
than a seat belt alone. 

Kids should be kept in a 
forward-facing car seat as long 
as possible, even through age 


8 if their weight or height is 
under the limit allowed by 
their child safety seats, accord¬ 
ing to the new guidelines. 
Studies show that the car seats 
reduce the risk of child injury 
up to 82 percent and the risk of 
death by 28 percent, compared 
to wearing seat belts. 

"Car seats have more struc¬ 
ture — particularly side struc¬ 
ture — to them than most 
booster seats," Durbin said. 
Parents are also advised to 
keep older children in a 
booster seat, which properly 
positions the seat belt, until 


they're 4 feet 9 inches tall and 
are between the ages of 8 and 
12. The average child reaches 
that stature sometime after age 
10, Hoffman said. 

Booster position the seat 
belt so that the shoulder belt 
lies across the middle of the 
chest and shoulder and keeps it 
off the neck or face, while the 
lap belt fits low and snug on 
the hips and upper thighs, not 
across the soft tissue of the 
belly. 

Children should ride in the 
backseat until they are 13 years 
old, since studies have shown 
this reduces the risk of injury 
by 40 to 70 percent, the AAP 
added. 

The pediatricians' group 
also recommended that child 
safety seats not be used outside 
the car — as they often are — 
since they can tip and fall off 
tables, countertops and other 
surfaces. 

The typical forward-facing 
car seat fits children up to 
about 40 pounds, though there 
are more than 40 models that 
can accommodate kids up to 
60, 65 or even 85 pounds, 
Hoffman said. 





































8 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Thursday, March 24, 2011 


Purchasing property in Aruba: Retirement home 
or investment - why not both? 






View of Jardines del Mar community 


uation has changed, and we realize we need to be flexible.” 

Their prime corner units have larger kitchens and terraces than the other Jardines Del Mar 
properties, along with more windows, spacious rooms with large closets and a huge walk-in closet 
in the master bedroom, for a total of 2,000 square feet. The kitchen has brand new stainless steel 
appliances and a microwave, which is included in the sale price, and there is an additional outdoor 
kitchen and terrace, where they installed a barbecue in their home and entertain frequently. The 
management boasts a full time concierge, wi-fi, excellent security, and the complimentary fitness 
room will be completed by the end of 2011. For those considering owning property on Aruba, 
Terry may have exactly what you seek, at quite a bargain price. For more information call Terry 
at 743-1265; she can answer many of your questions regarding being a homeowner on Aruba 
based on her own experience. 

The Orgels will continue to live at Jardines Del Mar even after the sale of their property. They 
love the section of Eagle Beach which is only a block away, and Terry regularly participates in 
water aerobics at Windie’s Water Sport Center, which is right next to their community. “Buying 
our own home in Aruba was the wisest thing we ever did; we couldn’t be happier. We encourage 
anyone considering this move to take the plunge, it was well worth it!” 


As the Caribbean’s #1 return destination, we are all aware of how visitors are quickly 
won over by Aruba’s many assets; the perfect weather and charming people always in¬ 
voke thoughts of making it a winter or retirement home. Terry Orgel and her husband 
Richard made just such a choice when they toured the cozy Jardines Del Mar commu¬ 
nity adjacent to Eagle Beach a few years ago, purchasing not only a townhouse for 
their personal use, but an identical 3 bedroom/3 bath home as an investment. 

“We were particularly impressed with the quality of construction and design; we 
love the high cathedral ceilings, along with the layout of the community,” explains 
Terry, “the way the grounds and homes are maintained have convinced us we made 
the right choice.” 

Terry and Richard, natives of Memphis, also appreciate the feeling of small town 
community to which they were accustomed, and love the way they have come to know 
all their neighbors. They spend their winters on Aruba from December to April, and 
six weeks in the summer, escaping the worst cold and heat back home. 

The unoccupied townhouse is in pristine condition; they are now putting it up for 
sale at the pre-construction price they paid for it, $395,000. This is 20% less than the 
developers are asking for a new unit. “When we purchased, we considered renting it 
out, but then decided we just wanted to simplify our lives and not be landlords. We 
also believed real es¬ 
tate prices could only 
go up, but the world sit- 


Spacious, well appointed kitchen 


Seth and Christy tied the knot on the beautiful of Aruba 



Seth and Christy met in high 
school over 11 years ago. Al¬ 
though their paths crossed se¬ 
veral times, both being shy, it 
was not apparent that they 
were meant for one another 
until 8 years later. Seth’s 


cousin was hanging 
out with him near 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylva¬ 
nia; she invited 
Christy to come by not 
realizing what was 
soon to happen. Seth 
gathered the courage 
to strike up a conversa¬ 
tion with Christy; and 
they never stopped 
talking ever since. He 
met her best friend 
(Natalie) within a 
week’s time; and se¬ 
cretly Christy told Na¬ 
talie “he’s the one”. 
She could not have 
agreed more. The only 
problem was, Seth was 
a teacher near Wash¬ 
ington DC and Christy 
lived near Pittsburgh, 
over 250 miles apart. 
They continued dating 
for 7 months. After 
they both made several 
trips to see each other, 
Seth asked Christy to move to 
northern Virginia, where they 
lived happily together for a 
year and a half. 

On a trip to visit Natalie, in 
Vancouver, B.C. Seth decided 
it was perfect timing to pop the 


question. When they stopped 
to take a break at the trail 
called "Fountain of Love" 
Seth got down on one knee, 
shaking like a leaf on a tree, 
and asked Christy to marry 
him. Christy accepted and a 
few months later the couple 
decided to tie the knot in beau¬ 
tiful Aruba. 

After much research to find 
a location for her big day in 
Aruba, Christy finally found 
Lissy Lampe of Ceremonies 
and Celebrations in Aruba, 
who organized the wedding, 
and Anne Maduro of Passions 
on the Beach at Amsterdam 
Manor organized the dinner. 
At first, trusting unseen people 
was frightening, but soon they 
found that their professiona¬ 
lism eased their minds. 

When they arrived in 
Aruba, Lissy and Anne met 
with the couple and sifted 
through all of the details. First, 
they went to the Civil House 
where Lissy met them to offi¬ 
ciate their marriage. The re¬ 
gistrar, Mr. Betto Christiaans 
performed a beautiful cere¬ 
mony. He explained the im¬ 
portance of marriage, faith¬ 
fulness, patience, and always 


making each other happy. 

Later that day, they had 
their marriage blessed on 
Eagle Beach by the famous 
"Fofoti Trees," just in walking 
distance from La Cabana 
where Seth and Christy were 
staying. The ceremony was 
beautiful! Complete with a 
steel pan musician, an arch, 
gorgeous flowers, white sand, 
and the ocean as a backdrop. 
The timing was 
perfect with the 
sunset. From 
there, the couple 
walked down the 
shoreline to Pas¬ 
sions on the 
Beach where 
Anne took over. 

The seating was 
arranged in the 
sand around the 
bride and grooms’ 
table a few steps 
from the water. 

The cake was dis¬ 
played beside 
them with a nice 
fruit arrangement. 

After a cham¬ 
pagne toast from 
the maid of honor 
and best man, 


Seth and Christy had their first 
dance as man and wife to a 
song performed by the steel 
pan musician. Shortly after, 
the cake was cut and family 
and friends ate a delicious din¬ 
ner, had drinks and relaxed. 
The whole production couldn’t 
have gone better! 

“To all involved, we thank 
you so much!!!” said the 
happy couple. 
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Aruba Art Circle with great 
concert of the Duo Habana 
de Camara in Aruba 


national and international con¬ 
tests among them the “Trofeo 
de Oro de la Interpretation” at 
the “Festival Primavera” in Py¬ 
ongyang in 2009. 

He made his debut as a con¬ 
cert violinist at the age of nine 
interpreting the Double concert 
for Violins of Johan Sebastian 
Bach with the “Orquesta Sin- 
fonica Infantil in Cuba. There¬ 
after he gave numerous 
concerts and in May of 2010 
he performed in Venezuela the 
“Concierto en Fa# menor” of 
Jose White, the famous Cuban 
violinist and composer. 

Ana Gabriela Fernandez de 
Velazco started her studies 
when she was 7 years old and 
graduated at the acadamy with 
the “Titulo de Oro.” She also 
studied with two organists Kay 
Johancen and Frances Viril, 
professor at the academy in 
Paris. During her career she 
performed in the “Teatro Luisa 
de Cienfuegos” and in al the 
concert halls of Havana. Since 
2009 Fernando and Gabriela 
have integrated in the Duo Ha¬ 
bana de Camara. This duo has 
a vast musical repertory of na¬ 
tional and international cham¬ 
ber music and has performed 
in numerous concerts. Re¬ 
cently the Duo has recorded a 
CD with compositions of the 
XIXth century Cuban com¬ 
poser Jose White. 

This duo has prepared a very 
beautiful and interesting pro¬ 
gram for the concert here in 
Aruba with works of Mozart 
and Grieg for the first part of 
the program followed by a sec¬ 
ond part consisting of works of 
Cuban composers such as An¬ 
dres Allen, Guido Gavilan, Jose 
Maria Vitier and Jose White. 

Tickets will be available at 
Cas di Cultura before the con¬ 
cert. 

All lovers of good music 
are cordially invited to assist at 
this great and interesting event 
and enjoy an unforgettable 
evening. 


Friday, March 25, Aruba Art 
Circle will present another in¬ 
teresting concert in the Cas di 
Cultura” of the “Duo Habana 
De Camara” consisting of pi¬ 
anist Ana Gabriela Fernandez 
de Velazco and violinist Fer¬ 
nando Munoz del Collado. 

The concert will start at 8 
o’clock in the evening and is 
organized by the Aruba Art 
Circle in cooperation with the 
Department of Culture of 
Aruba. 

Fernando Munoz del Col¬ 
lado started his musical studies 
under the tutelage of his father, 
the violinist Alfredo Munoz, 
until his secondary level stu¬ 
dies. Then he continued his 
studies at the “Instituto Supe¬ 
rior de Arte” graduating with 
the “Titulo de Oro” in 2007. He 
has since won many trophies in 


From: Tuesday - Sunday 
Time: 8:oo am - 11:00 am 

Chef Preparing Made to Order Omelets 
Link Sausages and Bacon 
Assorted Deli Tray, Cheese Tray 
Pancakes, Bagels, Breakfast Potatoes 
White and Wheat Toast 
Assorted Cold Cereals 
Fresh Fruits, Assorted Pastries 
Jellies, Cream Cheese, Butter 
Fresh Brewed Coffee, 
Hot Tea, Orange Juice 

Serving Lunch from: 

11:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Dinner from: 
5:30 pm -10:30 pm 
Early Bird from: 

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 


located at the Paradise Beach Villas 

For Reservations: Tel: 587-6695 

info@carambola-aruba.com - www.carambola-aruba.com 


Radisson Makes a Donation to Fundacion 
RESPETA Bl DA...semper corda 

the dangers of discrimination 
and to urge school children to 
learn how to co-exist peace¬ 
fully. 

Anne Frank stands as a 
symbol of atrocities commit¬ 
ted against the innocent, as 
her youth and finally her life 
was taken away from her dur¬ 
ing the Second World War at 
the hand of the Nazi regime, 
in Germany. Her personal 
diary titled Het Achterhuis, 
was translated into more than 
70 languages, and recently 
also into Papiamento, affords 
us insight into her life as a 
prisoner of the evil regime. 

Fundacion RESPETA 
BID A.. .semper corda is con¬ 
vinced that Anne Frank as a 
symbol will inspire every 
human being, young and old, 
to always be alert against any 
kind of discriminatory mani¬ 
festation. 



The Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa made a dona¬ 
tion to Fundacion RESPETA 
BID A.. .semper corda, which 
translates into RESPECT 
LIFE.. .always remember. 

The foundation’s main 
goal is to safeguard the rights 
of every member of society 
in Aruba; promote tolerance, 
solidarity, freedom and 
equality of every co-citizen; 
fight specifically against 
practices of: racism, anti¬ 
semitism and xenophobia, 
which can rear their ugly 
heads at any time. 

Pictured here the secre¬ 
tary of the foundation Martha 
Goldenberg-Lichtenstein and 
Marlon Pieters who is assist¬ 
ing with fundraising efforts 
for the first Project, accepting 
the donation from the resort’s 
General Manager Rob Smith 
and Human Resources Man¬ 


ager Angelique Croes. 

The foundation’s first 
Project is placing a charming 
Anne Frank statue at a local 
park located in front of Ju¬ 


liana School and Reina Beat¬ 
rix School in Oranjestad. The 
foundation chose Anne Frank 
as a commemorative symbol 
to remind society at large of 
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CALVIN and HOBBES 
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CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our 
website: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1 . English 
tarewefi <2 
wds) 

5. Egyptian 
cobra 

3. R.E. Lee’s gp. 

1 1. Cosmetics 
company 

12, ESiderFs Homo 
state (abbr.) 

_ good 

night" (2 
wets.) 

1 5. Singer Horne 

1 B. Native of 
(suffix) 

1 7. _ wrestler 


IS. Nativity scene 

20, 2Too inhabitant 

22. Promissory 
note 

23- Moral wrong 

24, Dessert 
fro stings 

27, Weds In 
haste 

31 . Scurried 

32. French 
summer 

33. Authorize 

37„ Use force 

40, Peanut 

product 

41- Nighttime bird 

42- “Green /Acres" 
pig 

45. Subleases 

49. Popular 
music 

50. Ages and 
ages 


52, “_ Almighty" 

53, 2002, to 
Brutus 

54, Regret greatly 

55, Ancient 
fiddler 

56, WNW’s opp, 

57, Train depot 
(abbr.) 

50. Reduce 
speed 

OOWM 

1 . Dusting 
powder 

2- Declare with 
confidence 

3, Musical 
quality 

4, Pain reliever 
brand 

5, Parisian 
farewells 

6, Complete 





47 

48 

as 




55 




58 





collection 
7. Word of 
courtesy 
3, Atlantic Oity 
feature 
9. Tenement 
locale 

lO,__ mater 

1 4. IM provider 

19. _ -heaven 

21 , Naught 
24. Vexation 
25.Soup 

container 

26. “_ pig's 

eye!" (2 
wds.) 

28. Word in RPM 

29. List endsr 
30- Notice 

34. Certain bet 
collector 

35. Like Capp’s 
Abner 

36. Seniors 

37. Eye part 

38. Have a 
Discover 
balance 

39. DeGeneres 
and Burstyn 

42, Shot spot 

43, Caesar’s city 

44, Military 
detective 
show 

48. Rob Knievel’s 
dad 

47. Edible* 
tropicai tuber 

48. Winter 
wonderland 
need 

51 . Depleted 


Courtesy of 



DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

March 19 -March 26 


Dakota: “Botica Fegusonstr.aat; S.N.: “San Nicolas N.V.” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A I Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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The Ribs Factory 


PomT leave the island 
without trying 
the best native &PQ! 
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Eat the best 
for less than 

$ 10 ,- 

at the end of the wainstreet in 
Oranjestad 
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Phone; 5824410 
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PHILIPPINES, GENERAL SANTOS : Workers clean tuna 
fish for export to Japan at the fish port in General San¬ 
tos, in southern island of Mindanao. Asian diners are still 
tucking into sushi at restaurants around the region de¬ 
spite fears that elevated radiation levels in Japan could 
reach the food chain and contaminate raw ingredients. 

AFP PHOTO 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 6607469 


PATNA,India : Microsoft founder and philanthropist Bill 
Gates (R) looks on as his wife Melinda holds a toddler 
during their visit to a village at Patna district in India's 
Bihar's state .Billionaire philanthropist Bill Gates yester¬ 
day toured the impoverished Indian state of Bihar ahead 
of a meeting to encourage the country's wealthiest peo¬ 
ple to give more money to charity. AFP PHOTO 


FOR SALE 


Japan rebuild may hit $309bn, 
radiation fears grow 


OSAKA, Japan (AFP) - 
Japan said the cost of re¬ 
building the country after its 
biggest recorded earthquake 
could be as much as 25 tril¬ 
lion yen ($309 billion) as a 
deepening radiation scare hit 
shares. 

In the biggest estimate so 
far, Japan put the cost of the 
earthquake-tsunami disaster 
at more than twice that in¬ 
flicted by the 1995 Kobe 
quake. The World Bank has 
said Japan needs up to five 
years to rebuild. 

Analysts warn however 
that the figure may rise the 
longer an atomic crisis at the 
stricken Fukushima nuclear 
plant remains unresolved, 
with an ongoing radiation 
scare threatening the capital 
Tokyo, 250 kilometres (155 
miles) away. 

’’The damage is far bigger 
than the Kobe quake,” Japan's 
economy minister Kaoru Yo- 


sano told a 
press con- 
ference, 
adding "it 
will take a 
long time to 
complete 
reconstruc¬ 
tion.” 

Japanese 
shares, 
which had 
been 
slightly 
lower on 
profit-tak¬ 
ing after 



JAPAN, Rikuzentakata : Workers operate a 
heavy machine as they build temporary hous¬ 
ing for earthquake and tsunami survivors in 
two days of the city of Rikuzentakata in Iwate prefecture. 

strong 


gains, fell 

sharply in late trade after the 
Tokyo Metropolitan govern¬ 
ment said levels of radioac¬ 
tive iodine exceeded safe 
limits for infants for two con¬ 
secutive days. 

The Nildcei 225 index 
ended down 1.65 percent, or 


Oil prices still rising 
on Libya, Middle Ease 
unrest 


LONDON, England(AFP) - 
World oil prices advanced 
Wednesday on escalating un¬ 
rest in Libya and the Middle 
East, and as traders digested 
the latest inventory data from 
the United States, the world's 
biggest oil consumer. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in May climbed 35 
cents to $116.05 a barrel in 
London trade. 

New York's main con¬ 
tract, light sweet crude for 
May, gained 75 cents to 
$105.72. 

Oil-rich Libya was pro¬ 
ducing 1.69 million barrels a 
day before the unrest, ac¬ 
cording to the International 
Energy Agency. It is now 
producing 400,000 bpd. 

"The issues of Libya and 
Yemen have been driving 
prices of crude oil up, al¬ 
though Yemen is a small ex¬ 
porter and Libya has been 
more significant,” noted 
John Vautrain of Purvin and 
Gertz energy consultancy. 

"The situation is probably 
going to last for a while," 
Vautrain told AFP. 


The spike in oil prices 
could seriously impact ad¬ 
vanced economies by next 
year, according to a study by 
the Organisation for Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation and De¬ 
velopment published 

Tuesday. 

It said that if the $25 per 
barrel increase in prices 
since the start of the year is 
sustained, "activity could be 
reduced by about 0.5 per¬ 
centage points in the OECD 
area by 2012 and inflation 
could rise by 0.75 percent¬ 
age points”. 

Meanwhile on Wednes¬ 
day, the US government's 
Department of Energy an¬ 
nounced that crude oil in¬ 
ventories rose by 2.1 
million barrels last week, 
above forecasts for a gain of 
1.7 million barrels, accord¬ 
ing to Dow Jones 
Newswires said. 

At the same time, Amer¬ 
ican gasoline (petrol) stock¬ 
piles dived by 5.3 million 
barrels, more than double 
market expectations for a 
decline of two million. 


158.85 points to 9,449.47. 
The Topix index slipped 7.03 
points, or 0.81 percent, to 
861.10. 

Markets are vulnerable to 
signs of setback in delicate 
operations to restore power to 
overheating reactors at the 
leaking Fukushima atomic 
plant crippled by the March 
11 disaster. 

The twin disasters have 
plunged Japan into what 
Prime Minister Naoto Kan 
has called its worst crisis 
since World War II. 

The top end of the govern¬ 
ment's estimate puts its cost 
at more than double that of 
the 9.6 trillion yen impact of 
the Kobe earthquake, and 
four times that of Hurricane 
Katrina's $81 billion cost in 
the United States. 

The total cost from col¬ 
lapse or damage to houses, 
factories and infrastructure 
such as roads and bridges 
was estimated at 16 trillion- 
25 trillion yen over the next 
three fiscal years, the Cabinet 
Office said. 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 



Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partic¬ 
ipate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one va¬ 
cation to Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 





Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of the 
Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf club¬ 
house at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appoint¬ 
ment to view a condominium, contact sales di¬ 
rector John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or 
email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with elec¬ 
trical outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transporta¬ 
tion 



• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra Casino and 
Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of 
driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


* 


Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
place, delicious meals for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 



Olgita, llhan and lyanla enjoying a scrumptious meal 



The famous Sate 


Linda’s Pancake and Pizza 
place, located at Palm Beach 
6D, Noord (on the right side of 
Valero gas station) offers pa¬ 
trons the most delicious Dutch 
pancakes and pizza’s with a 
Dutch twist. Open from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., and only five min¬ 
utes away from the high-rise 
resorts, Linda’s is the perfect 
eatery for the whole family. 

Seeing the popularity of 
this quaint small eatery ,THE 
MORNING NEWS decided it 
was time to find out just how 
good Linda’s really is, by 
sending out a team of taste 
testers. 

Olgita, joined by her two 
kids ordered a little of every¬ 
thing while the kids roamed 
around freely, enjoying the af¬ 
ternoon. 

The meal started out with 
Linda’s original plain - to die 
for - Dutch pancakes, fol¬ 
lowed by pizza, where instead 
of using mozzarella Linda has 
created a unique twist to the 
traditional Italian dish by using 
Dutch Gouda cheese. 

Adding a local favorite 
which could not stay off the 
table they also sampled the de¬ 
licious sate (chicken, pork or 
beef on a wooden skewer) with 
peanut sauce (Indonesian in¬ 
fluence on local food). For the 
finish the team (adults only) 
had one cup of Linda’s deli¬ 
cious Espresso. 


The team had this to say: 
“Superb! There are no words 
to describe just how delicious 
the pancakes are and the pizza 
is just mmm... good. The 
sate... out of this world!” 

Besides the original plain 
pancake, Linda’s specialty is 
pancakes with walnuts, Brie 
and honey; pancakes with ba¬ 
nana and mango or a Dutch fa¬ 
vorite: pancake with apple and 
bacon. 

All their pizzas are made 
with Dutch Gouda cheese and 
different toppings making it 
richer in taste. 

When it comes to sate, one 
has to say that the secret is in 
the sauce. If you want a spe¬ 
cially prepared pancake or 
pizza, Linda is right there — 
just for you — in her kitchen. 

“For those who are allergic 
to gluten I have a special pan¬ 
cake mix, gluten free,” Linda 
stated to THE MORNING 
NEWS team. 

Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
also offers fried eggs and 
homemade soups. 

“We also serve American 
coffee,” Linda concluded. 

With a complete menu, 
filled with delicious pancakes, 
pizzas and more, Linda’s pan¬ 
cake and Pizza place is the per¬ 
fect casual restaurant for all in 
the family. 

For more information con¬ 
tact Linda’s at 586-3378. 
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Donkey Sanctuary Aruba 
Sta Lucia 4a 

Open Monday - Friday 9 am till 4 pm (Now open all day) 
Saturday - Sunday 10 am till 3 pm 
Info: 5841063 - 5932933 (also emergency) - 5698232 

Google goes 'Gaga' over 
pop diva's visit 



SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Pop diva Lady Gaga has 
thrilled Google employees 
during a visit to the Internet 
giant's headquarters in which 
she answered questions from 
tech-savvy fans. 

She broke from her Mon¬ 
ster Ball tour for an interview 
with Google's Marissa Mayer, 
who asked the singer ques¬ 
tions submitted using Twitter 
or through a Google Modera¬ 
tor service at her YouTube 
channel. 

"The superstar wowed a 
crowd in a venue that was 
packed to the rafters with 
adoring Googlers (Google 
employees)," the Mountain 
View, California-based com¬ 
pany said in a release. 

"Googlers went Gaga, 


channeling their 
inner little monsters 
and donning every¬ 
thing from her signa¬ 
ture bow-tie hair 
buns to Mother Mon¬ 
ster costumes." 

Gaga, whose birth 
name is Stefani Ger- 
manotta, is known 
for daring fashion 
statements that in¬ 
clude once dressing 
in an outfit made of 
meat. She refers to her fans as 
"little monsters". 

Gaga, who will turn 25 
next week, said during the 
Google interview that she will 
make her directing debut in 
her next video, which will be 
titled "Judas". 

Gaga was the first artist to 
top a billion views at the 
Google-owned video sharing 
website YouTube. 

More than 54,000 videos 
of questions from fans were 
uploaded to YouTube after she 
put out a message last week 
inviting them to tell Google 
what they wanted to know. 

A video of Mayer's more 
than hour-long talk with Gaga 
was posted late Tuesday on 
the Google Talks channel on 
YouTube. 


FREE COPY 
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Elizabeth Taylor: 

Violet-eyed beauty movie queen 


LOS ANGELES, Califormia 
(AFP) - Elizabeth Taylor, who 
has died at the age of 79, was 
the archetypal Hollywood 
movie queen, a violet-eyed 
beauty known equally for her 
stormy romances and eight 
marriages as her 
Oscar-winning per¬ 
formances. 

Over a five-decade 
career she won two 
Academy Awards for 
best actress, including 
in the 1966 classic 
"Who's Afraid of Vir¬ 
ginia Woolf?" one of 
many films where she 
played opposite her 
two-times husband 
Richard Burton. 

In later years as her 
health failed she retired 
from the public gaze, 
although she notably 
attended the 2009 fu¬ 
neral of her long-time 
friend Michael Jack- 
son, while she re¬ 
mained active in 
raising funds to battle 
AIDS/HIV. 

Born in London 
February 27, 1932, she 
was evacuated to Cali¬ 
fornia with her Ameri¬ 
can parents in 1939, where she 
was soon discovered at her fa¬ 
ther's art gallery by the fiancee 
of the chairman of Universal 
Studios. 

She debuted in 1942 in 
"There's One Born Every 
Minute," and by 1944 had be¬ 
come a child star with "Na¬ 
tional Velvet," the story of a 
girl who rides her horse to vic¬ 
tory at the Grand National dis¬ 
guised as a boy. 

"Before men, my great love 
was for animals, which I still 
have," Taylor would later say. 

Schooled on the set, it was 
not long before her attention 
turned to men. 

She married for the first 
time in 1950, aged 18, to play¬ 
boy hotel chain heir Nicky 
Hilton. The marriage lasted 
203 days, collapsing amid ver¬ 
bal and physical abuse after a 
lavish Hollywood wedding 
and a three-month European 
honeymoon. 

Taylor moved on, and by 
1952 she had tied the knot with 
British matinee idol Michael 
Wilding, 19 years her senior. 
They had two children, 
Michael Jr. and Christopher. 

Though Taylor said Wild¬ 
ing gave her stability, it wasn't 
enough. She filed for divorce 
in 1956, and within days of the 
separation producer Michael 
Todd, 49, proposed. 

Tough and domineering, he 
was Taylor's first great love. 


They had a daughter, Elizabeth 
Frances, in August 1957, but 
seven months later tragedy 
struck: Todd was killed in a 
plane crash in New Mexico. 

Devastated, Taylor was ac¬ 
companied at Todd's funeral by 


his best friend, singer Eddie 
Fisher, whose wife actress 
Debbie Reynolds stayed home 
in California to take care of 
Taylor's children. 

From grieving widow to 
homewrecker, Taylor made a 
lightning change of roles, 
stealing Fisher from Reynolds 
in an affair that scandalized 
puritanical America. 

They married in 1959, but 
the public outrage nearly killed 
Taylor's flourishing acting ca¬ 
reer. 

She had just finished film¬ 
ing the Tennessee Williams 
classic "Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof' (1958) with Paul New¬ 
man, and had already earned 
critical raves with "Giant" 
(1956), the Texas oil patch epic 
with Rock Hudson and James 
Dean. 

But her flame only burned 
brighter. She made Tennessee 
Williams' "Suddenly Last 
Summer" in 1959 with 
Katharine Hepburn and Mont¬ 
gomery Clift. 

The following year, she 
won her first Oscar for best ac¬ 
tress for her portrayal of a 
high-class call girl in "Butter¬ 
field 8." Taylor is said to have 
hated the movie. 

Then came "Cleopatra" 
(1962) — "surely the most 
bizarre piece of entertainment 
ever perpetrated," Taylor said 
of the production, at the time 
the most expensive in Holly¬ 


wood history. Taylor was paid 
a record million dollars. 

The movie flopped, but the 
Roman set was the backdrop 
for a sizzling love affair that 
made headlines around the 
world: Taylor and her leading 
man, Burton, who 
was married. 

"Elizabeth looks 
at you with those 
eyes, and your blood 
churns," said Burton, 
a Shakesperean actor 
hailed as the next 
Laurence Olivier. 

They married in 
March 1964 in Mon¬ 
treal. By the time 
they were filming 
"Who's Afraid of Vir¬ 
ginia Woolf," the har¬ 
rowing portrayal of a 
marriage torn by 
booze, bitterness and 
failure mirrored their 
own. 

They divorced in 
June, 1974 and re¬ 
married in October of 
the following year in 
Botswana, only to di¬ 
vorce again in Au¬ 
gust, 1976. Before he 
died, Burton com¬ 
mented: "We never 
really split up — and we never 
will." 

The marriage left Taylor an 
alcoholic, and her career in de¬ 
cline. A seventh marriage to 
Virginia Senator John Warner, 
from 1976 to 1982, failed to 
cure the blues. 

In and out of California's 
Betty Ford Clinic in the 1980s, 
she overcame her alcoholism 
and a dependence on pain¬ 
killers and emerged as a cham¬ 
pion in the cause of AIDS 
victims. 

In 1991, she stunned the 
world by marrying husband 
No. 8: Larry Fortensky, a 40- 
year-old construction worker 
she met in rehab. They parted 
amicably three years later. 

Taylor's health continued to 
deteriorate. In 1997, she under¬ 
went surgery to have a brain 
tumor removed and in 2006 
she appeared on US television 
to deny rumors she had 
Alzheimer's disease. 

In July 2008, she was hos¬ 
pitalized but her spokesman 
denied reports that she was 
close to death, while in 2009, 
she underwent heart surgery to 
repair a "leaky valve," tweet¬ 
ing afterwards: "It's like hav¬ 
ing a brand new ticker." 

She was admitted to hospi¬ 
tal in early February 2011 for 
"symptoms caused by conges¬ 
tive heart failure," an ongoing 
condition, said her publicist 
Sally Morrison. 
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Cricket: Pakistan crush hapless 
Windies to reach semi-finals 



PAKISTAN, Islamabad : Pakistani cricket fans celebrate on a street in Islamabad on yes¬ 
terday, after Pakistan won their quarter-final Cricket World Cup tournament match 
against the West Indies at the Sher-e-Bangla stadium in Dhaka. Pakistan crushed the 
West Indies by 10 wickets to reach the World Cup semi-finals. 

AFP PHOTO 


NEW DELHI, India (AFP) - 
Pakistan's cricketers, dis¬ 
missed as a disorganised rab¬ 
ble before the World Cup, 
stormed into the semi-finals on 
Wednesday with a 10-wicket 
demolition of hapless West In¬ 
dies. 

Charismatic captain Shahid 
Afridi took 4-30 as West Indies 
crumbled to an embarrassing 
112 all out — their third lowest 
World Cup total — in the 44th 
over of their quarter-final in 
Dhaka. 

Leg-spinner Afridi took his 
tournament wickets tally to 21 
while off-spinners Mohammad 
Hafeez and Saeed Ajmal 
chipped in with two each as the 
West Indies collapsed after 
electing to bat at the Sher-e- 
Bangla stadium. 

Veteran Shivnarine Chan- 
derpaul was the only batsman 
to defy the spinners with a 
grim 44 not out off 106 balls. 

Hafeez, with an unbeaten 
61, and Kamran Akmal, with 
47 not out, then saw Pakistan 
into their first semi-final since 
1999, reaching their target with 
more than 29 overs to spare. 

Afridi's men could next 
face arch-rivals India if the co¬ 
hosts beat Australia in Ahmed- 
abad on Thursday. 

"This is a great gift to give 
the nation on Pakistan Day," 


said Afridi. 

"We tried to stick to our 
plans and the boys have done a 
great job doing that. These 
were great conditions for spin 
if you landed it on a length." 

West Indies skipper Darren 
Sammy, whose team have now 
lost 19 successive times to a 
top side, admitted batting had 
let the side down. 

"We definitely did not have 
enough runs on the board. We 
didn't counter their bowling 
well, and we fell well short. 
We lost wickets in clusters in 
spin throughout the tourna¬ 
ment, and today was no differ¬ 
ent," said Sammy. 

The West Indies were re¬ 
duced to 71-8 before a 40-run 
stand between Kemar Roach 
and Chanderpaul helped the 
former champions surpass 
their lowest World Cup total of 
93 against Kenya in Pune in 
1996. 

Besieged Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting will head into 
Thursday's match against India 
having denied that he plans to 
quit international cricket after 
the World Cup. 

The 36-year-old, who has 
been under intense pressure 
since the Ashes defeat, as well 
as for his controversial behav¬ 
iour at the tournament, said re¬ 
tirement had never crossed his 


mind. 

"There's been some stuff 
written about me retiring after 
the World Cup. That's com¬ 
pletely false," said Ponting. 

"I'm enjoying my cricket as 
much as ever. Whatever you've 
read, don't worry too much 
about that." 

India are sweating on the 
fitness of big-hitting opener 
Virender Sehwag for the quar¬ 
ter-final after he missed the 
group stage win over the West 
Indies when he suffered an al¬ 
lergic reaction to a painkilling 
injection in his right knee. 

"We are taking a call on 
Viru in the evening or maybe 
tomorrow morning before the 
start of the game," said India 
captain Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni. "Apart from that, all 
the others are fit." 

Sehwag has scored 7,707 
runs including 14 hundreds in 
233 one-day internationals at 
an average of 35.35. 

But he has never made an 
ODI hundred in 27 matches 
against Australia and he aver¬ 
ages a modest 22.65 against 
the world champions. 

Sri Lanka also have an in¬ 
jury worry ahead of their quar¬ 
ter-final against England in 
Colombo on Saturday with star 
spinner Muttiah Muralitharan 
battling a hamstring injury. 

The 3 8-year-old — who has 
a world record 530 one-day 
wickets — suffered the strain in 
the win over New Zealand and 
only had shortened nets on 
Wednesday. 

But coach Trevor Bayliss 
said Muralitharan will play on 
Saturday. "We are very confi¬ 
dent that he will play and I 
think he's pretty confident too 
because he is a guy who's 
played through niggles in the 
past," said Bayliss. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 



TAStC of IntriA 

'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


Platini re-elected as 
UEFA president 



French UEFA president Michel Platini smiles during a 
press conference this week in Paris as part of the 35 edi¬ 
tion of the UEFA convention. 


PARIS, France (AFP) - 
Frenchman Michel Platini 
was re-elected unopposed as 
president of European foot¬ 
ball’s governing body UEFA. 

The 5 5-year-old former 
European Player of the Year 
will serve a second mandate 
of four years, having first 
been elected in 2007 when he 
took over from the veteran 
Swedish administrator 

Lennart Johansson. 

Since then his reforms 
have included the democrati- 
sation of the flagship Champi¬ 
ons League tournament and 
new 'financial fair play' rules 
obliging European clubs to 
break even. 

Platini's second term as 
head of the Geneva-based 
UEFA will notably include the 
2012 European Champi¬ 
onships to be jointly hosted by 
Poland and Ukraine. 

UEFA have on numerous 
occasions expressed concerns 
about Ukraine's readiness to 
co-host the tournament and 
Platini admitted that UEFA 
may have erred in awarding 
the right to host the event to 
the financially imperilled 
country. 

In contrast to 2007 when 
he scored a narrow 27 votes to 
23 win over the incumbent Jo¬ 
hansson, Platini's re-election 
was a straightforward affair as 


he had no opposition. 

"The weight of responsibil¬ 
ity is protecting the game. For 
me, football is only a game," 
Platini has said. 

"As long as we keep the 
game, with its passion, we 
will have won." 

Recently tipped by Pele to 
succeed Sepp Blatter as head 
of world governing body 
FIFA, Platini's comfortable re- 
election in Paris will keep him 
in pole position. 
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BUS TCRS 

Sports Bar and Grill V 



24 HP Plasma TV's 


HOMt of the W 'V W®. P 0 ” 9 






All college games shown. 
Open early for all games. 


Open Monday - Friday 3:00 p.*n./$aturday@ 1 2 - Sunday 10:30 a.w. 


Tiger Woods cancels 
Japan visit 



TOKYO, Japan (AFP) - Golf 
star Tiger Woods cancelled his 
visit to Japan next month, fol¬ 
lowing the quake-tsunami 
tragedy, his sponsors Nike an¬ 
nounced. 

The stop-off was to be part 
of Nike's Asian "Make it Mat¬ 


ter" tour, promoting golf 
among young fans, which will 
still visit China and South 
Korea, starting on April 12. 

The 9.0-magnitude quake 
and monster tsunami have left 
nearly 21,000 dead or missing 
along Japan's eastern Pacific 
coast and crippled a nuclear 
power plant, 250 kilometres 
(155 miles) from Toyo. 

Many foreign companies 
and embassies have relocated 
their employees to Osaka, 400 
kilometres from the capital, as 
a precaution. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 


Kirkland seeks comeback from prisoner 
to champion 



LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AFP) 
- After serving jail time for 
armed robbery and sitting be¬ 
hind bars another year for 
felony firearm possession, 
unbeaten US southpaw 
James Kirkland wants his 
comeback to end in a world 
title. 

Kirkland, 27-0 with 24 
knockouts, ended a two-year 
layoff earlier this month and 
will climb into the ring for 
his third fight in 35 days on 
April 9 against an undeter¬ 
mined middleweight oppo¬ 
nent. 

"I want to fight every day," 
Kirkland said. "The level I 
think I'm going to be on, I re¬ 
ally feel that at the end of 
2011 I'll be ranked No. 1 in 
the world or be about to fight 
for a world title or already 
have a world title. 

"My time will come and I 
will be champion." 

Kirkland, who turned 27 


last Saturday, was convicted 
of armed robbery in 2003 and 
spent 2 1/2 years behind bars. 
He was on probation and con¬ 
victed for felony firearm pos¬ 
session in 2009, spending 
another year in prison. 

"I've set aside foolish 
things. Now it's time to grow," 
Kirkland said. "Nothing can 
take me off what I'm going to 
do. I'm not going to let any¬ 
thing take me from my dream, 
inspire me to do the wrong 


thing again. 

In his ring return March 5, 
Kirkland delivered a first- 
round knockout victory. Two 
weeks later, he added a sec¬ 
ond-round knockout. 

Kirkland hopes to trim a 
few pounds and compete at 
super welterweight, which 
offers some high-paying po¬ 
tential rivals. 

Former world champion 
Bernard Hopkins, who in 
May will try to become the 
oldest major champion in 
boxing history, spoke about 
his time behind bars with 
Kirkland and offered advice 
about dropping people who 
lured him astray. 

"As far as cutting those 
people to the side, making old 
bad habits be old habits, 
things you won't be doing 
again, his advice was all posi¬ 
tive," Kirkland said. "That 
was a poor decision I made." 


Federer unfazed by critics 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) - 
Roger Federer can only shrug 
off suggestions that he is on 
an irreversible downward 
spiral as he enters the start of 
the Miami ATP Masters with 
only one title and three de¬ 
feats this season to Novak 
Djokovic. 

The record-setting 16- 
time Grand Slam champion 
was at his ease yesterday 
after several practice sessions 
at the Crandon Park venue 
where he will be the third 
seed behind Rafael Nadal and 
Djokovic. 

Serbia's Djokovic has 
seized the world No. 2 rank¬ 
ing and is riding an 18-0 hot 
streak this season. 

Federer's only three de¬ 
feats this year have come at 
the hands of Djokovic, at the 
Australian Open, Dubai and 
last week at Indian Wells. 



"It depends on who says 
that," the Swiss said of pun¬ 
dits predicting his demise as 
a dominant power. 

"I don't know if it's 5 per¬ 
cent saying it, 95 percent say¬ 
ing it. At the end of the day, 
it doesn't matter too much to 
me if someone is saying that 
or not. I still think I've had a 
great six months. 

"I feel like I’m playing re¬ 
ally good tennis, and right 


now Novak is just a bit better 
than the rest. And that's OK," 
added Federer, who will face 
either Czech Radek Stepanek 
or Italy's Fabio Fognini when 
he makes his second-round 
start this weekend. 

With his half-decade of 
total domination of the sport 
where he set record upon 
record, the 29-year-old Swiss 
is well-aware of what a 
roller-coaster staying at the 
top can be. 

"I've gone through phases 
like this on multiple occa¬ 
sions with Rafa (Nadal), with 
(Andy) Murray, with even 
(Andre) Agassi and (Lleyton) 
Hewitt and (Andy) Roddick 
and so forth. It's just some¬ 
thing that's part of the game. 

"I never expected myself 
to dominate for 15 years, it 
always goes in phases. This is 
a good one," Federer said. 
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Spain's controversial three-time Tour de France winner 
Alberto Contador 


MADRID, Spain (AFP) - 
Spain’s controversial three¬ 
time Tour de France winner 
Alberto Contador grabbed the 
overall lead in the Tour of 
Catalonia on Wednesday after 
claiming the grueling third 
stage in an epic finish. 

Contador, who just weeks 
ago was cleared by the Span¬ 
ish cycling federation over his 
positive test in last year's Tour 
de France, completed the 
mountainous 189.4km race 
from La Vail d'en Bas in Spain 
to the Vallnord ski resort in 
Andorra in four hours, 45 
minutes and eight seconds. 

The Saxo Bank rider 
pulled away on the final hill 
climb just a few kilometres 
from the finish, chased by 
American Levi Leipheimer of 
Radioshack and Italy's 


Michele Scarponi of the Lam- 
pre team. 

But the Spaniard held on to 
win by 23 seconds over Scar¬ 
poni in second followed by 
Leipheimer. 

The win propelled him to 
the top of the overall stand¬ 
ings, replacing Latvia's Gatis 
Smukulis of HTC-Highroad. 

Contador is due to learn 
this week whether the Interna¬ 
tional Cycling Union intends 
to appeal the Spanish decision 
clearing him of doping. 

He tested positive for a 
miniscule amount of the 
banned muscle-building sub¬ 
stance clenbuterol during last 
July's Tour but the Spanish 
federation accepted the rider's 
claim that he had eaten drug- 
contaminated meat and was 
not negligent. 
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Star witness says Barry Bonds discussed steroid use 


SAN FRANCISCO, California 
- A key witness in Barry 
Bonds' perjury trial testified 
yesterday that baseball's home 
run king admitted to using 
steroids and even complained 
about the pain from receiving 
injections. 

Steve Hoskins, a childhood 
friend of the slugger and for¬ 


mer business partner, said he 
first became aware that the for¬ 
mer Major League Baseball 
player was using steroids when 
Bonds asked him to investigate 
their health effects. 

"He complained that his 
butt was sore from the injec¬ 
tions," Hoskins told the court. 

Dressed in a grey suit, 


Bonds, 46, who has pled not 
guilty, took notes as Hoskins 
testified about a relationship 
that dates back to a friendship 
between their fathers, who 
were professional athletes in 
San Francisco. 

The Bonds case is one of 
the last strands in a lengthy in¬ 
vestigation into the use of per¬ 


formance-enhancing drugs in 
sports. Doping revelations 
have tarnished the reputation 
of baseball, known as Amer¬ 
ica's national pastime. 

Hoskins said he saw Bonds 
and his personal trainer Greg 
Anderson go into a bedroom 
and when Anderson emerged 
he was holding a syringe. In 


another instance, Bonds said if 
Anderson would not inject him 
that he would do it himself, ac¬ 
cording to Hoskins. 

Later, the court heard a di¬ 
gital recording that Hoskins se¬ 
cretly made of Anderson 
talking about injecting athletes 
with illegal steroids. 
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